
The Book of Ruth - Chapter 2: Seeds of Hope
The previous chapter ended with an underlining of Naomi’s misfortune as she returns to Bethlehem, with the
whole town incredulous at who she has now become: “Can this be Naomi?”

Humanly speaking, it was only by chance that Ruth ended up gleaning in a field belonging to Boaz; but of
course, God was at work in all of this. As the story develops, we discover that Boaz was going out of his way
to be kind to Ruth.

The discussion between Naomi and Ruth at the end of the chapter names the hope for redemption for them
both. Boaz is the “guardian-redeemer”: A legal term for one who has the obligation to redeem a relative in
difficulty. This includes redeeming both their status and their estate. The story starts to point towards a new
life for Ruth and Naomi.

Three-thousand years before Jesus is born, we now start to see an image of his work on the cross to come.
By God’s grace those who were destined for death, can be given a new life. God’s way, so often, is not to take
us out of our difficulties of this world, but to come into them and therein rescue us.

IN

- When have you taken the initiative in a situation and it’s worked out well?

UP

- What stands out to you in this chapter?
- What do you think about the phrase: “As it turned out”. Do you think this was a random chance or

God’s providence? What does this tell you about your view of who God is?
- Look at verse 4. How important do you think blessings are? What do they do?
- How do you picture Boaz? Can you describe him? He is sometimes described as “a type of Christ”

because of his status of being a guardian redeemer. How do you feel about this?
- What do you think about the possibilities of ‘mixed motives’ in all three characters? (This is in

reference particularly to Claire’s sermon at HT)
- Can you think of unjust systems today that need to see God upturning them?

OUT

- What ways might God be at work in your life without you seeing?
- Are there people around you, ‘people of peace’, that God might be at work through?
- Pray for places and people trapped in systems that work against them, and think about an appropriate

response.


